Effects of prior anaesthesia on autotomy following sciatic transection in rats.
The animal model for chronic pain following sciatic nerve section in the rat has been studied varying the sensory afferents prior to nerve section, using the anaesthetic blocking of the sciatic nerve. The experimental parameters used were the day of onset of autotomy and the time course of autotomy. The results show that the anaesthetic blocking prior to nerve section significantly reduces the degree of autotomy.